
The Intent Of Our Schools

Shri. J. Krishnamurti, the Founder of Rajghat Besant School, was deeply concerned with bringing 
about a radical transformation in human consciousness. He founded four schools in India, one in 
England and one in America. Two more were established in India after his passing away. Some 
relevant extracts from his writings are given below:-

In Varanasi people asked Krishnamurti what he would do to create a school that would reflect his 
teachings. He replied, “First of all there has to be an atmosphere of immensity; the feeling that I am 
entering a temple. There must be beauty, space, quietness, dignity. There must be a sense of all-
togetherness in the student and teacher; a state of floration, a sense of flowering, a feeling of 
extraordinary sacredness. There must be in him a quality of otherness.”

“I would go into the way of teaching, the quality of attention. I would enquire how to teach the child 
to learn without memory being predominant. I would talk about attention and not concentration. I 
would go into the way the child sleeps, his food, the games he plays, the furniture in his room; I would 
see that the child is attentive to the trees, the birds, the spaces which are around him. I would see 
that he grows in an atmosphere of attention.”

On Concentration and Attention

"In the cultivation of the mind, our emphasis should not be on concentration, but on attention. 
Concentration is a process of forcing the mind to narrow down to a point, whereas, attention is without 
frontiers. Learning, in the true sense of the word, is possible only in that state of attention, in which 
there is no outer or inner compulsion. That is why attention is of the highest importance. How is this 
state of attention to be brought about? It cannot be cultivated through persuasion, comparison, 
reward or punishment, all of which are forms of coercion. The elimination of fear is the beginning of 
attention. Attention is not something to be learnt; but one can help to awaken it in the student by not 
creating around him a sense of compulsion."

On Wholesome Education

"There must be a cultivation of the totality of the mind, and not merely the giving of information. "In 
the total development of the human being through right education, the quality of love must be nourished 
and sustained from the very beginning. …... Love cannot be brought through knowledge; and a mind 
that is pursuing knowledge without love, is a mind that deals in ruthlessness and aims merely at 
efficiency. The man of right education, he is considerate to all, including the animals and plants, 
and this is reflected in his behaviour and manner of talking."

"This quality of love must express itself in doing things with one's hands, such as gardening, 
carpentry, painting, handicrafts; and through the senses as seeing the trees, the mountains, the 
richness of the earth, the poverty that men have created amongst themselves and in hearing music, the 
song of the birds, the murmur of running waters."

We are concerned not only with the cultivationof the mind and the awakening of emotional 
sensitivity, but also with a well-rounded development of the physique, and to this we must give 
considerable thought. For, if the body is not healthy, vital, it will inevitably distort thought and make for 
insensitivity - right kind of food and sufficient sleep are of great value. 



To have grace of movement and well-balanced control of the muscles, there must be various forms 
of exercises, dancing and games. A body that is not kept clean, that is sloppy and does not hold itself in 
good posture, is not conducive to sensitivity of mind and emotions. The body is not the instrument of 
the mind; but body, emotions and mind make up the total human being, and unless they live 
together harmoniously, conflict is inevitable."

"We are concerned with helping the student realise his own highest and fullest capacity - not 
some fictitious capacity which the educator has in view as a concept or an ideal. Any spirit of 
comparison prevents this full flowering of the individual, whether he is to be a scientist or a 
gardener. The fullest capacity of the gardener is the same as the fullest capacity of the scientist when 
there is no comparison; but when comparison comes in, then there is disparagement and the envious 
reactions, which create conflict between man and man.

"The fullest development of every individual creates a society of equals. The present social struggle 
to bring about equality on the economic or some spiritual level has no meaning at all. Social reforms, 
aimed at establishing equality, breed other forms of anti-social activity; but with the right education, 
there is no need to seek equality through social and other reforms, because envy, with its comparison 
of capacities, ceases.

On Competition and Ambition

"Most people think that learning is encouraged through comparison, whereas, the contrary is the 
fact. Comparison brings about frustration and merely encourages envy, which is called 
competition. Like other forms of persuasion, comparison prevents learning and breeds fear. 
Ambition also breeds fear. Ambition, whether personal, or identified with the collective, is always 
antisocial. So called noble ambition in relationship is fundamentally destructive."

Parents

"Parents should understand the kind of education the schools intend to give. Generally, they 
are satisfied to see their children preparing to get a degree of some kind, which will assure them of a 
livelihood. Very few are concerned with more than this. As most parents desire, above all else, that their 
children should have a successful career, they frighten or affectionately bully them into acquiring 
knowledge, and so the book becomes very important, and with it, there is the mere cultivation of 
memory. It is important in a school that the child should be at ease and completely secure from the very 
first day. This first impression is of the highest importance. But if the educator tries by various means 
to gain the child's confidence and allows him to do what he likes, then the educator is 
cultivating dependence; he is not giving the child the feeling of being secure, the feeling that he 
is in a place where there are people who are deeply concerned with his total welfare."

*****
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UNDERTAKING BY PARENTS/ GUARDIAN

1. Having carefully read the prospectus of the Rajghat Besant School, Varanasi, and having read 
and understood the Intent of the School, I/we wish to admit my/our son/daughter/ward 
………………………………………….. to the school to be educated in accordance with its basic 
values and methods of education. We have read and understood the extracts presented therein 
and agree to all the terms, rules and conditions set here.

2. I promise to cooperate with the school by creating a harmonious atmosphere for the child at home 
and agree to comply with the conditions laid down in the Prospectus of the school and also the 
rules of the school as and when they are modified by the management.

3. I undertake to adhere to the regulations of the school regarding leave, clothing and uniforms, 
parent/guardian visits, provision of food to the child on campus, and promotion to/detention in a 
class.

4. In particular, I agree to pay the fees in advance and settle all Boarder's Personal account dues as 
per prepayment schedules specified by the school.

5. I also undertake to give due notice of withdrawal of my ward from the school and agree to settle 
the dues as fixed by the school management.

6. If at any time, in the opinion of the school authorities, my child is unable to benefit from the 
education given by the school or he/she has violated the rules of the school, or he/she has 
inherent disability to cope with the academic course or is not in adequate physical health to stay in 
the hostel, I shall abide by the decision of the school authorities for the child to be withdrawn.

7. A student suffering at the time of admission/later detected to be suffering from bed-wetting, or 
from any infectious/contagious disease is liable to be withdrawn from the school.

8. I also understand that any information willfully withheld from the School relating to the conduct, 
health or academic records of my/our ward as furnished in this admission process will render the 
admission invalid.

 

__________________________       _________________________

                Signature of Father *              Signature of Mother *

Name Name

Date Date

         *(Guardian's signature in lieu of parent only where permitted by the School.)


